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Hot and Dry Summer stresses Trees and Turf

It’s funny how a couple of weeks of cool
October weather sooths my memory of
how hot and dry it was the just a month
or so ago. Yet, the damaged it caused still
remains. Burnt spots in the lawn have yet
to fill back in. Many trees are still showing
signs of lack of water on the leaves with

brown, crispy edges. The last | heard we

In order

4 to care
for spruce
trees the
key ingredient is water! This
summer we lost 2 old spruce
trees under our care. Upon
investigation both trees were
not being watered regularly
or at all and as such they died

and Ips beetle managed to
attack in spite of the trees
being sprayed. If you own
spruce trees it is essential that

and consistent basis. Ips 2)
beetles are attracted to trees 3)
that are DYING due to
drought or some other
external damage. To keep

set a record of more than 60 days with 90
degrees or more and several days right at

89 degrees.

So how does this relate to trees, shrubs
and lawns? Root system damage sums it
up. Plants with damaged root systems
cannot transport water when it is available
and this stress predisposes it to insect and
disease attack. Cytospora canker, Ash
borer, Ips engraver beetles, walnut twig
beetles are prevalent in trees and dollar
spot and leaf spot disease are still being

found in turf.

What to do? Deep root fertilize trees with
our special Fall fert mix and deep root
water throughout the off season. For turf,
fall fertilize (if you don’t use our Meister
Lawn Program) aerate and over seed thin
spots, and continue watering up until
sprinkler blow out time. Don’t forget the
importance of winter water for turf as well
as for trees, shrubs and perennials. It
makes a huge difference come spring!

Water can be the missing link...

spruce healthy we

recommend:

I)  Water thoroughly and
regularly year round.

they be watered on a regular

Fertilize annually
Spray for Ips beetle

Spraying is only one tool and
will not replace vigor. If you
have questions call us!

Special points of
interest:

L] Tree and turf

stress.
®  Spruce tree care.
®  Pruning

®  New bug in town

Walnut twig

beetle

You may have seen on the
news Black walnut trees in
Boulder that died to a twig
beetle infestation. To date
stressed walnut trees in Boul-
der, Arvada and Westminster
have been dying. CSU has
found the Walnut twig beetle
and a fungus disease. They are
not sure which came first, the
beetle or the fungus, but the
end is the same, a dead tree.
Again, stress from drought
and other factors predisposes
the tree to attack. Vigor
seems to always play a key in
tree survival. Recommenda-
tions that we received include
soil injection for healthy trees
with Merit and maintaining

vigor.

If you have a walnut that is still
okay please call us to inspect
it and make recommendations

for its care.




