When you
least expect
it...

Winter returns, again! I am sitting
here Saturday morning , April 7th,
looking out across my yard watching
it lightly snow on my green lawn.
The green grass blades are covered
with a coating of ice, the shrub beds
are starting to turn white with a dust-
ing of snow. Actually, anyone who
has lived here longer than a year can
pretty much expect winter to creep
back in just when we are good and
tired of winter and are ready for

spring. For awhile spring
started off pretty good. The
Forsythia and flowering
pear trees started to bloom,
as did lilacs, crab apples
and apricot trees. My pur-
ple leaf peach tree flowered
for the first time. My hopes
for a purple peach on the
tree may have been zapped
by last nights 26 degree
low temperature. My only
consolation is seeing its
pink blossoms. Counting
on peaches in Denver is
like waiting for ET to land!
It could be a long time...

So what might we expect
from this bought of cold
temperatures? More than
likely, peaches and apricot
trees won’t produce any
fruit, their flowers dam-
aged by the cold. It looks

like crab apple and apple blossoms have been spared. Many
crab apple owners pray for a hard freeze to kill the fruit. Even
though a crab or apple in full bloom is a spectacular sight, the
fruit is usually more of a curse. Red bud trees may be dead bud
trees. Mine is looking real frosty. Anything that has started to
leaf out might be damaged, depending on how cold hardy it is.
Frost damaged foliage will turn black once things warm back up.
All is not lost though! Most trees and shrubs are able to come
back, re-leaf, if the first crop of leaves gets froze. This trans-
lates into a 3 week or so delay in spouting new foliage.

This year I am waiting until May before I set out my tomatoes.
Last year [ was a bit early and the tender tomatoes were zapped.
Hopefully, spring will settle down here stay a bit cool then
gradually warm up. Gardening in Colorado is a challenge; pa-
tience, persistence, and a few disappointments are part of the
game.
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2007 Season is in full swing! Are you ready?

In spite of a cold set back now is the time to get ready o

for when spring really arrives. We are in full swing

getting your yard ready for the season:

e Meister lawn fertilizer, pre-m and weed applica-

tions

e  Systemic soil injections

e Ips beetle sprays for spruce and pines

e Spring spruce galls

e Ashborers

e Deep root fertilizing

e Pruning and landscape
On the near horizon:

e  Fire blight and fungicide sprays

e  Turf aerations

Aphid/mite control o

e Tussock moth sprays
for spruce and fir

And the list goes on!

Most of the things we do have a window of
optimum opportunity for best results. All we
need from you is your okay to proceed and we
will take care of the rest. Call with your ap-
proval today!

Purple peach flowers covered with ice...burrr




Cold Hardy Trees
A

This list of Cold Hardy trees are the ones
that start growing last in the spring. As
such, they rarely get zapped by spring
frosts:

Kentucky Coffee tree
Catalpa

Golden rain tree
Walnut

Cottonwood
American elm

Linden

Norway maples

Pines, most all species
Spruce, fir and junipers
Hawthorns

Oaks, most species

These trees usually experience frost
damage:

Ginnala maple
Peach

Apricot

Ash

Locust

Red bud

The turf and trees
are always greener
on the Jones side of

Jones Tree & Lawn, Inc.
5497 Harlan Street
Arvada, CO 80002

When is the best time to
start pruning trees?

Trees, like children, need to be guided while
young in order to become healthy, strong
adults. The best time to start this training
process is about 2 or 3 years after they have
been planted. Limit pruning newly planted
trees to only removal of dead wood and bro-

ken limbs. New trees need all the foliage they

can grow in order to produce food to help
regenerate root systems.

Things to correct with new trees...

e  Co-dominant stems are 2 or more lead-

ers starting at a common point. The ideal

form for a tree is to have 1 central stem
from top to bottom with lateral limbs
evenly spaced along the trunk.

e  Establish a desired “lowest limb” point.
If you want the lowest limb to be 6’

the street!

above the ground, limbs below that
point need to be pruned off over time
to establish that height.

e Branch scaffolding; ideal branch habit
is to have limbs evenly spaced along
the length of the trunk, similar to a
spiral staircase. Limbs attached at a 90
degree angle are much stronger than
those with tighter angles.

e Included bark is a weak point. Prune
out limbs with included bark while
young.

Training trees through pruning is based on
science. Properly trained trees are more
resistant to storm damage than those left to
fend for themselves. These and other prun-
ing principles can be applied to almost any
tree. The experts at Jones Tree & Lawn can
prune trees of any size. Call us today to
help protect your investment for the long
haul!

“Radiant” Crab apple, April 07
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