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Tough Times for Turf

As we all know it has been
and still is Hot! Records have
been broken for the most 90
degree days for May and June
and rain is just not happening
at all. As such, it’s difficult to
keep things as green as we
would like to.

Lawns are taking the brunt of
the heat. 3 things that are
affecting turf grass now are:

1)Blue grass is a cool season
grass. It does best when tem-
peratures are in the 60’s, 70’s
and 80’s. When it’s 90 and
100 degrees it goes dormant!
The only way you can keep it
green is through hydropon-
ics, i.e. watet it everyday!

2) Inadequate moisture. The
only way to check how your
sprinkler system is function-

Special points of in-
terest:

e Blue grass is COOI
season plant.

The grass is greener
under the sprinkler.

Turf fungus is show-
ing up.

Timely Tree Tips is
going email. Please
log on to our web site
and sign up today!

ing is to test and measure. Set
out tuna ot cat/dog food cans
throughout a sprinkler zone,
run the system and measure
how much water lands in each
can. Test all the zones. Your
goalis 11/2” to 2” of water
while its 90 degrees, per week.
Adjust your system to achieve
this amount.

3) Ascocyta and dollar spot
disease are showing up, pat-
ticulatly in drought stressed
portions of lawns. Fungicide
applications help slow the pro-
gress of these diseases. Reliev-
ing drought stress by watering
hot spots helps the affected
areas recover. If you think you
may have some fungus prob-
lems give us a call.

Make certain that you’re cut-
ting the grass at 3”. This helps
conserve moisture and leaves
more grass blade to make food

lays an egg. The worm develops in-
side the leaf and starts to feed. It’s
like eating a peanut butter sandwich,
eating only the peanut butter, leaving
the bread behind. By the end of May
the worms drop out of the damaged
leaf, burrow back into the soil and are
gone for another year. Then the dam-
aged leaves start to fall off. Then the
phone starts to ring! The bright side
of the story is that they are done for
the rest of the season. The bad news

Elm leaf miner damage

is that elm leaf beetles are next in line!

To date we have yet to find a control
product that provides reliable results.

Elm Leaf
Miner Plague
Elms

We have been using Merit soil and
trunk injection solutions and have
seen variable tesults. Trees treated
with Merit show some control com-
pared with untreated trees but not
100%. Next May we will be offering 2
sprays with Orthene in an attempt to
find something that works better. We

Just when you thought that the
elm leaf beetles were bad along
comes a new bug. Actually, it’s

not new. Klm leaf miners have offer no guarantees as to it’s effec-
been increasing in populations for
several years. But 2006 has to be a

record for damage to elms. Elm

tiveness. It’s about the last tool we
have to offer to try and control this

; . insect. If this doesn’t work we have a
leaf miners have one generation guaranteed cure. .. the chain saw.
per year. They over winter in the

soil and fly up to the leaves when

for the plant. Cut it any shorter (e tree starts to leaf out. The

and expect problems!

Unless temperatures back off
and we get some rain don’t
expect miracles with the grass.
About all we can do in the
mean time is keep it on life
support watering the best we
can. Once temperatures cool
off the grass will perk up again.

Understanding what you are
trying to grow helps explain
why it may not be performing
to your expectations.

female makes a slit in the leaf and ~ Typical fungus injury to turf.... at my house!
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DO 7 )j Forggl‘ a bo Ul wa l‘gmﬁ g )/0 ur tree J‘_/ the entire area. Then check the soil to see how far the

water has penetrated. Use a long screw driver and poke it

“critical zone”. This is the soil in the ground. If it sinks in 8” you have done a good job.

underneath the drip line of the
tree, from branch tip to branch

The main focus of this letter is about

lawns but we must not neglect watet- If it only goes in a couple inches water some more. A

ing our trees and shrubs. Since all of thorough watering such as this will hold for a couple

you read and follow our advise on weeks. Use the screw driver again to test for moisture.

tip. Soak the soil down to an
8” to 12” depth. The preferred

method is to use a hose end

how to winter water your trees, chances Repeat as necessary. In season, watering such as this
every two weeks should be enough to keep trees and

shrubs happy.

are they came through in pretty good
shape. Now that we are in the middle  sprinkler and place it under the
limbs of the tree and water for

10—15 minutes. Move it

of the growing season wateting trees Use mulch to help retain soil moisture and protect root

and shrubs is essential. The main area systems from heat and drought.

to focus watering efforts is within the  around periodically to water

See our web site for more useful tips on watering

New leaves and shoots

Spring Freeze Zaps New Growth

Spring seemed to be off to a

looked like they melted...

hardened off. It took about 3 weeks to get a new crop

good start. The weather was shoots look like they melted. Freezer burn! of leaves growing. Trees that were stressed from the

warming up. The trees were Ash and locust trees were affected the most ~ winter drought or other reasons are having a tough
time coming back. Time will tell if they pull through.

If you have a tree that hasn’t recovered from the

starting to leaf out. Then April as they were just starting to leaf out. Other
24, 2006 temperatures dropped  trees such as maples, and crab apples didn’t
to 27 degrees. The following
morning tender new leaves and  bit earlier and the foliage was a little more

seem to be affected as they had leafed out a  spring freeze call us to have a look at it. Maybe there
is something we can do for it.

Trees to consider it you're thinking about a new tree...

Each year the winters seem
warmer and the rain... What is
rain? As such we need to con-
sider a tree’s needs when we
plant them, water being top of

stately shade tree that can take
it dry. No pest problems.

Golden Rain tree - a small
ornamental that has yellow
flowers in July.

the list. Below are some trees

Golden Rain Tree

that are my favorites and toler-
ate drought conditions:

Kentucky Coffee Tree. A

Jones Tree & Lawn, Inc.
5497 Harlan Street
Arvada, CO 80002

Catalpa - A beautiful shade
tree with orchid white flowers
in June and giant tropical look-
ing leaves.

Bur Oak - A large shade tree
with interesting corky bark.

Stag horn sumac - thrives at
our office with no supplemen-
tal water. It suckers so give it
room to grow. Great fall color!

These and countless other spe-
cies of trees and shrubs are
available. Call 303 -431-8132
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